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We Need Volunteers
To Help Us

Have you got few hours either weekly or monthly
that you can spare to HELP us.

We are looking for people that would like to make
difference in people life. Either by accompanying
them to GP or Hospital appointments to interpret &
advocate, help us in office work, run our clubs, fill
in application forms and give us a hand during our
cultural and social events.

Whatever your age or your background is we would
like o hear from you and we need you.

If you become a volunteer we will support you at
every step of the way., we will offer training if you
require it and expenses. You will get free admission
to our activities and most important you will get a
certificate and a good reference which could help
you while looking for a job or applying for study.
Plus we will reward you for your help by organising
events only for volunteers.

If you can help us please drop in ICA office at any
time during the working days from 10:00 to 5:00 or
call us on 0208 741 5491.
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Appeal Court Ruling backing Home Secretary

Immigration lawyers
claimed that an Appeal
court ruling backing the
Home Secretary, David
Blunkett, will make it
more difficult for asylum
seekers to claim benefits
if they do not apply for
refugee status as soon as
they arrive in the UK.

But the Appeal Court also
made clear to the
government that it must

begging for food and
accommodation.

The Immigration Minister,
Beverley Hughes,
welcomed the Appeal
Court judgment yesterday,
saying that the denial of
welfare benefits to those
who did not claim asylum
as soon as they arrived in
Britain was a vital part of
a package of measures
that had halved asylum

who do not claim asylum
as soon as possible cannot
be expected to be
supported merely because
they assert they have no
means  of  supporting
themselves,” she said.

Lord Justice Kennedy,
Lord Justice Peter Gibson
and Lord Justice Sedley
ruled that Mr Blunkett had
been justified in appealing
against a high court defeat

rough at Heathrow airport
for nine days after he was
refused welfare support.
He had failed to claim
asylum until six days after
he arrived in Britain, but
was eventually given help.
The judges ruled
yesterday that it was
impossible to find that T’s
condition had reached or
was verging on the
inhuman or degrading.

offer welfare support in

claims since last autumn.

he had

suffered earlier

disappointed  with the
ruling. Anna Reisenberger
of the council said the
government would face
many more cases in the
courts until it repealed
“this harsh and inhuman
measure”.

A leading human rights
lawyer said: “This is the
first time in history that a
court has declared that the
state has no duty to help a
destitute person. We shall

cases where asylum “This judgment reinforces this year. It involved “T”, The Refugee Council said be appealing to the House
seekers are reduced to the message that those a Chinese man who slept last night it was of Lords.”
GOVERNMENTS MUST NEWSFLASH

ENSURE ADEQUATE
ATTENTION FOR
SPECIAL NEEDS OF
YOUNG PEOPLE

Secretary-General of UN Mr Kofi Annan
on the occasion of World Mental Health
Day, 10 October said :

This year’s Mental Health Day focuses on
the special needs of some of the world’s
most vulnerable individuals — children
and adolescents with mental, emotional
and behavioural disorders.

The burdens associated with these
disorders are increasingly understood as a
threat to the healthy development and
well-being of children and adolescents
worldwide. These young people — who
are already so deeply vulnerable — may
be subjected to stigma and discrimination;
they may receive inadequate care; they
may not have adequate opportunities for
education; they may never get the chance
to build the future which they, like all
young people, deserve.

Developing and developed countries alike
have a duty to do all they can to ease these
burdens, by improving  diagnosis,
treatment, public awareness and education.
Governments live up to their
obligation under the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child —
the most widely ratified international legal
instrument in history — to ensure “the
development of the child’s personality,
talents and mental and physical abilities to
their fullest potential”.

must

On this World Mental Health Day, let us
rededicate ourselves to translating into
reality the rights of children as enshrined
in the Convention. Let us vow to give the
mental health of young people all the
attention it deserves.

LEGAL ADVICE CLINICS FOR AFGHANS AND IRAQIS

UNHCR, the College of Law and the Immigration Advisory Service
are offering weekly legal advice clinics for Afghans and Iraqis
Clinics will be held every Wednesday 4 - 7pm

The clinics will take place at:
The Bayswater Families Centre,

14- 18 Newton Road,
London W2 5LT.

These clinics will provide information on recent developments regarding
the legal situation of Afghans and Iraqis in the UK.
There will be the opportunity to discuss individual cases. Interpreters will be available.
*We shall shortly be forwarding leaflets in the applicable languages.
For further information please contact UNHCR on 0207932 1032/ 1036

New Attendance Allowance
and Disability Living Allowance claim forms

From 6th October 2003 the
old Attendance Allowance
form will be replaced by a
new shorter AA1/AA1A
form. Disability Alliance
will be publishing a new
guide on completing the
AA1 around about the same

time. Further information
about this publication will 1is
appear shortly.

A new Disability Living
Allowance claim form for
adults is to be piloted in the
Wembley area from 22nd
September  2003.  The

design of this revised form
based
Attendance
form.
The
Allowance claim form for
children
unchanged.

the new
Allowance

on

Disability  Living

remains

Iraqi Elderly Group Trip to Romney Sands
in Kent October the 4th to 11th 2003

A group of 12 Elderly People participated in a trip to
Romney Sands in Kent for a week. Swimming, social games
and sight seeing were among the planned activities during
this trip. The group visited the following areas: Hastings,
Folkestone, Ashford, Dover and St Margaret. The group
enjoyed the trip very much and is looking forward for the

next trip.
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ICA held its 16th Annual General Meeting on
28th September 2003, at Elizabeth Cantel room,
Ealing Town Hall in west London.

“

Permitted
work

Permitted paid work is allowed for
people getting Incapacity Benefit,
Severe Disablement Allowance,
National Insurance Credits or
Income Support because of iliness
or disability in the following
circumstances:

1. Earn up to £20 a week for an
unlimited period.

2. Work for less than 16 hours a
week, on average, with earnings up
to £67.50 (£72 from 1st October
2003) per week after deductions,
for a 26 week period.

This period can be extended for
another 26 weeks if a person is
working with a Job Broker,
Personal Adviser or Disability
Employment Adviser who agrees
that it will help them towards
getting full time work of more than
16 hours a week.

After 52 weeks work there must be
a gap of at least 52 weeks before
another 52 weeks work is
permitted.

3. Supported permitted work of no
more than £67.50 (£72 from 1st

The
welcoming speech by ICA Chair Mr.

AGM a number of recommendations.
A paper was presented by the

Committee to the

commenced by a latest ~ developments in  Iraq

particularly the removal of Saddam

Ahmed Khudayir, and a number of

guest speakers from the Iraqi
community organisations delivered
their supporting speeches; among
them were:

Association of Iraqi Academics,

Management
AGM, containing ideas and visions
of the MC & the Advisory Council
on the future of ICA, based on the

The AGM was concluded by the

regime on 9th April 2003, and its
effects on the structure of the Iraqi
community in the UK and the ICA as
a community organisation.

election of the new Management

committee, that has appointed the officers at its first meeting on

October 2003) a week where a
person is supervised by someone
who is employed by a public or
local authority or  voluntary
organisation which provides or
finds work for people with
disabilities.

Organisation of Libral Phaily 4. Work done as part of a treatment
Kurds in Britain, 7/10/2003, and are as follow: programme done under medical
Tamouze Social Development Mr.Ahmed Khudayir - Chairman & Public Relation supervision whilst someone is an
Union-UK Branch, Mr. Abdul Monem Al-Assam - Vice Chair & Cultural activities ;‘r;pa;ﬁf_‘;a%fe;fglgfaf'g a:gg‘;'tg? g
Iraql-Al-.Amal A'Ssocmtlon’ . Mr. Osama Al-Wakil - Secretary similar institution. Again the limit is
%l-l?lndl Society  for Iraqi Mr. Ala Al-Safar - Treasurer £67.50 (£72 from 1st October
ngineers, . _ 2003) per week.
Mandaean Society in the UK Mrs. Sajda Amoury Women Permitted work does not need the
Centre for Psychosocial Health- MIs-Fayha Abdul Wahab - Schools permission of a doctor but the

- Social activities Department for Work and Pensions

Iraq.

At the end of the opening session a
chair and a steering committee were
elected to lead the meeting, and then
the AGM agenda was agreed upon
and the meeting was resumed by
discussing the annual and financial
reports, and after a thorough debate,
both reports were adopted along with

Mr. Kaise Al-Suhaily

ICA’s New-Year and Xmass Party
On 20th December 2003
at Acton Assembly Hall (Acton Town Hall)

Tickets available from ICA office from beginning of December

must be informed.

People on Income  Support
because they are incapable of work
can also do permitted work but any
earnings which exceed their
Income Support earnings
disregards (£5, £10 or £20 per
week) will be deducted from their
Income Support.

Iragi Community Association, 241 King St, Hammersmith, London W6 9LP e Tel: 020 8741 5491  Fax: 020 8748 9010, Charity registration No: 802662




