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@ ) Areyou arefugee?

* Have you worked or have experience in Construction or Engineering?

* Do you live in Harrow, Brent, Ealing, Hammersmith or Fulham?
(If you are an engineer it does not matter what part of London you live in)

-l

Refugees Into Jobs

* Do you have a qualification from your own country but don’t know how it compares to UK

qualifications?
é.li*‘"doﬁw’é *Areyou a........oen.... ?
Carpenter Bricklayer
ywaigoll Jocll 0,0 ,99ii Buildipg and Construction Engineer Si.te Man.ager .
. . R Electrical Engineer Lift Service Engineer
luolaisdl vliio g0 Gas Maintenance/Service Engineer Civil Engineer
Ul O3lag (9 yasicit]lg Mechanical Engineer Painter & Decorator
O 19 <byeSJlg B, aillg If you answered YES to any of the above then Refugees into Jobs can help you?
29523llg
p-:l-:o-' UGlogleoll yo 33500 Refugees into Jobs has years of experience helping refugees into employment

L. . * For more information or to make an appointment call Rhona Wooldridge on 0208908 4433.
wle 2)¥9 Ug, Sarull Juail *If you have a CV email it to rhona.wooldridge @brent.gov.uk
Aiuoll Juolail * Visit Refugees into Jobs at 3-7 Lincoln Parade, Preston Road, Wembley, Middlesex HA9 SUA
Drop-In Days on Tuesdays & Fridays from 10am — 4pm

o o (ATC FIRST CLUB LTD
I°| ’:" |j§| ’9 . Job Vacancy O)S‘H 449143 AIR TRAVEL - HOLIDAY - FRIGHTS
: ' Aall sl pans ) Boaslin el - actlly sheadl o 3 Aysb 3 a
WY .. i\/;?termt.y Leave Cover 2 JLas¥l s sl e syl ¥ 3,0l Lml
) i ixed Six months term FIRST CLUB LTD - 74 Baker Street, W1U 6TB

e ans ellig hds gaMil el L
N ES w50 Lesar 5,03 gsiw ol jil Tel: 020-7224 4884 Fax: 020-7224 1651

olsialll N L fyms oLty JCA Hea.lth Promotion Officer E.Mail: firstclub@btopenworld.com
R PO P FIr’art Tlmeléglrl/{wlitill)OSOO t1‘)/21
;_,_L"_, 5\.._5_1[_1” QLAJJA.AJL} L:‘A:LS:):’ : O manage S ica romotion TrgT A ] ] ]
LKy | Programme and supervise programme’s i ¥ /-"{';'.L Interpreting & Translation Services Ltd
” Volunteers. Applicant should demonstrate Ft M) 02ub Baiam e
2 years experience of community work. I an\eg 651\»9 awgihd ol
E Name: ..., , Knowledge of health, welfare and
community care services in UK. Good S Gracaly Tansiy Slacl @
Dob: ... H knowledge of the needs of the Iraqi J;Lﬂj:ﬂ%ﬂ\‘fjﬁb ﬂ‘TMJ l:l-t-’c. [
. : community in the UK. Good verbal and 3 R OFEs s
: Address:..........cccocevvieeninnnn 5 ™ y Tl Lillas 2 3 Gprasiall Blsall Jad 2l s @
written communication skills in bo Ll oyl e Lzl Tl @
E  0000000000000000 T PINAMMRIIIIE &\ 000 0c Enghsh and Arabic (Iraql dlalect). 3:&5,\53” QlALJl &;\Lal&eJGIH [ Y
: Joalls Gruall Lillas s N EU L
: For further information and Loles Wby sl ol linn) @
Borough. ............................. application pack’ please contact - L ) %JJQ
: ks s 32l dag s
.............................................. Thekra Omran on 0208 741 5491 o TR e
E i i . itv@btclick 54 Westbourne Grove T el: 020 7229 1223
' Tel: email: iragicommunity @btclick.com London W2 5SH Fax: 020 7229 1261
f T i Closing day for receipt of application e-mail: itauk@hotmail.com Mobile: 07961 125 549
Email: ... is Friday
1st July 2005- 5.00pm Shass L 3 Usraa 6,5 ITA
el 1 bty ol omall 4 Bl yall S ikl il 35, (Bl sall Sulicuad|
T o5 LB all LI 0,59 iathally Liloal) clanally iloill pu Lue sl L daliie
e site 13l e Ll o blizs O (cdsne Slosa laa s e e gool ) oaall Sl S50 O Luilleyyoll bl (s Loy sy Lmdlime e ¢ ally T pally &l 2L
e st L5 ol 530 O peskill Jaall O ool Ll puig oy ol gl 3 2l Bl 55 55 3 30l (il el '
@u@&‘ﬁuo a_‘.au‘ c;l%l:t:\;‘}“ wJJ&LY‘JUL}-‘Lﬂ O ‘L_}.”Q)AJI J}.m)'b(é)sﬂbg.s__u_” a8%aall 6‘” )Jm_]‘ wdlnl.a.“ E‘.‘IA-H QYL;A@‘MLA.”‘; {] I %{ W
Tl S elaa O Al eagilly [ 27T RS

Lass Silgdl dbacul ga s punaddl o g3 (4 )Uall SY Lol fas Lo d8acus vacl gas & jlayll) (slawa 0,0 ¢ Jia lalao V 1y 0 v ) debeadf (po daanl g slas Y1 9 £ BEY g (i) sl :Plsulaljei

Al-Muatada - Issue No: 82 June 2005




G

W w English Supplement

15

feod (9..339.3)@')3}:67 saxdl

A study of asylum seekers with special needs

Since the inception of the National Asylum
Support Service (NASS), confusion has
reigned over which body is responsible for
meeting the special needs of asylum seekers
over and above basic subsistence and
accommodation - NASS or local authority
social service departments. A House of Lords
ruling found that while NASS holds overall
responsibility  towards destitute  asylum
seekers, local authorities have a duty to meet
needs other than those arising out of
destitution through the community care
system. Despite this clarification, disputes
between NASS and local authorities have
continued.

A report which documents the findings of a

study carried out by the Refugee Council of
asylum seekers with special needs was
produced in April 2005. The overall aim of the
study is to find out about their general health
status and special needs, and highlight the
range of issues that are not being addressed by
the current support system.

The report confirms that current policy and
practice frameworks are still failing to meet
the needs of asylum seekers with special needs
and concludes with a number of
recommendations for improved provision of
services for asylum seekers.

QUEEN’S SPEECH:
Government  confirm
immigration and asylum

another Dbill on

Queen’s Speech confirmed that there will be
another bill on immigration and asylum. This
will be the fourth piece of legislation the Blair
government has introduced since coming to
power.

The speech stated that “further legislation will
be introduced to tighten the immigration and
asylum system in a way that is fair, flexible,
and in the economic interests of the country.”
In addition, the speech confirmed that
“legislation will be taken forward to introduce
an identity cards scheme,” which may have
implications for the asylum process.”

The Home Secretary, Charles Clarke, today
said “We’ve made significant progress in
transforming our immigration system, and

intend to do even more through our five year
plan to make sure that immigration works for
Britain - that we have strong borders but allow
migrants to come here when that benefits our
economy.”

In a statement issued by the Refugee Council,
the organisation expressed concern that
successive policy changes had not addressed
the need to reform the asylum system and in
particular, improve the quality of decision-
making on asylum claims.

The Refugee Council called for genuine
reform - which could include establishing an
independent, non-political decision-making
body and allowing asylum seekers the right to
work.

Going Home

Muhayman Jamil*

I left Iraq 15 years ago; and now, I would
really, really like to go back.

It was May 1990 when I left. I had graduated
from Medical School in 1979 and I'd worked at
Yarmouk Hospital as a Junior Doctor for 1
year. Then it was time for me, and all my
classmates to join the Army. That was in
September 1980, just a few days before ‘Our
Glorious Leader’ declared war on Iran.

I was luckier than some of my friends; I was
still alive when that war ended 8 years later.
Many of my friends and colleagues weren’t,
some had even ended up as war prisoners in an
Iranian jail, and did not return to their homes
till the mid 1990s.

In 1990, I had the chance to travel to the UK to
study for a post-graduate degree. The war with
Iran had ended a short while ago, but already,
there was more tension on the horizon, and it
seemed that another war was about to start. At
that time, we all thought that the next
confrontation might be with Israel, so we
decided to seize the opportunity and leave.
Maybe, just maybe, in 4 or 5 years time, by the
time I got my degree, the situation in Iraq
would have improved, and we would be able to
return to a safe, peaceful and prosperous land.
But it was not meant to be!

We arrived in England in June 1990. Two
months later, ‘Our Glorious Leader’ invaded
Kuwait, and we have ended up staying here,
ever since that day.

My life in England has not been too arduous. It
was a bit difficult to start with. There were
some problems at first; getting permission to
stay and finding a job. My earlier attempts at
passing my exams were unsuccessful, and
getting the jobs I wanted wasn’t easy. We had
to relocate from Manchester to Southampton,
before eventually settling down in London in
1996.

So why do I want to go back now? It is 2005; I
have now lived in the UK for 15 years. I have a
job, a house, a car and a British passport. So
why do I yearn to return to Baghdad where
there are bombs and guns, explosions and
beheadings, power cuts, petrol queues and
kidnapping?

I suppose I'm just being sentimental!

I was happy in Iraq. I had friends and family
there. Times were hard, and there was a lot of
unpleasantness, even then; but we partied on,
and had a good time. I've still got the
photographs to prove it!

I tell myself, that the life I remember has
probably ceased to exist. Our group of friends
have long since dispersed, and we are now
scattered across the four corners of the globe.
Some are in the Gulf States, a couple are in
Amman, I’m in London, others have ended up
in the States or Canada, and one of us now
resides in Australia!

So is it just the memories of days gone by that
are drawing me back?

I remember going horse riding in the fields
outside Baghdad very early in the morning, just
as the sun was coming up. We’d set off that
early, so that we could get an hour’s horse
riding before the heat became unbearable —
both for us, and the horses. In the afternoons
we’d go windsurfing in the lakes at Habbaniya
or Razzaze, and in the evenings we could be
found partying at the Ishtar Sheraton, or at a
friend’s house.

Those are my memories of Baghdad, and of a
lifestyle that has probably become extinct. Isn’t
it strange, that when you reminisce, you blot
out all the unpleasantness? I don’t want to write
about the friends I lost along the way, certainly
not today. I don’t wish to recall the long, long
days and nights we spent in the trenches
alongside the border with Iran. I have forgotten
the heat, the sandstorms and the flies.

So, I ask myself, once again, why do I want to
go back? Is it just sentimentality?

My sons were ten and six years old when they
left Baghdad. My only daughter was born in
Southampton. She is now ten years old. She
has never been to Iraq, but all her life, she has
heard us telling her about this place where it is
always sunny, where the houses are so big and
people have swimming pools in their back
gardens. She has heard about her aunt who
lives in Hay al Jamia, but never met her, and
she has never tasted the dates from the palm
tree in her grandmother’s house.

So tell me, please tell me, when is it going to
be safe to go back?

*The author is an Associate Specialist in
Palliative Medicine at St Joseph’s Hospice in
Hackney.

Revocation procedures
alarm Iraqi refugees in Germany

More than 18,000 refugees in Germany, most of
them Iraqis, are now subject to so-called
revocation procedures. The basis for these
proceedings is a regulation in the German Asylum
Procedure Law which says that positive decisions
have to be revoked without delay if the
preconditions for granting asylum have ceased to
exist. This regulation plays an even more
important role wunder the new German
immigration law, which came into force at the
beginning of this year. As a result, the German
authorities must now reconsider whether or not an
individual is still in need of protection three years
after he or she has been granted refugee status
through the asylum process.

The mass issue of revocation notices is causing
considerable alarm among Iraqi exiles in
Germany, who number about 84,000 in total,
including over 35,000 formally recognized
refugees — more than in any other European
country.

“The thought of having to return fills me with
terrible fear. I was just four years old when my
family left Iraq. My Arabic is very poor, and so is
my Kurdish,” says Jastin A., a Faili Kurd whose
family spent a long time in Iran before fleeing to
Germany.

Jastin turned to the UNHCR office in Berlin for
help, as has Hikmat K., an Iraqi who was granted
asylum, together with his family, eight years ago.
“I have learnt here to speak my mind openly, even
about religion. In Iraq, I fear that would cost me
my life.”

For the affected people and families, there is a lot
at stake, even if — as the German authorities
frequently emphasize — they do not have to fear
automatic deportation to their country of origin if
they lose their refugee status. At present no
deportations are being carried out from Germany
to Iraq.

Even so, a revocation has far-reaching
consequences: the affected refugee will only be
tolerated in Germany on a short-term basis and
will be obliged, in principle, to leave the country.
It can mean the loss of a job or training/education
placement. Furthermore, his or her freedom of
movement will suddenly be highly restricted.

“We are very concerned about this development,”
says Stefan Berglund, UNHCR’s Representative
in Germany, pointing out that because of the
prevailing situation in Iraq, UNHCR’s position

remains that no pressure of any form should be
put on Iraqis to return to their native country.

Iraq is still very unstable. The security situation is
extremely poor and unpredictable in parts of the
country, and economic and humanitarian
conditions remain very difficult. Since the end of
the war two years ago, several hundred thousand
Iraqis, according to unofficial estimates, have left
the country for Syria, Jordan and Europe. Because
of the security situation, UNHCR and other
agencies are not in a position either to monitor the
safety of returnees, or even to say with any
certainty that is at risk in the new Iraq.

“It is for these reasons that we say people should
only go back voluntarily, and not be pressurized to
make that decision. It is simply too early to
deprive Iraqis of their refugee status. After all, this
also means they lose basic human and social
rights,” says Berglund.

The actual situation in Iraq, as well as some
fundamental  reservations  concerning  the
revocation practice in Germany, has stimulated
UNHCR to place this issue at the heart of its
frequent discussions with the German authorities.
The crucial point is how to interpret the 1951 UN
Refugee Convention, which stipulates that refugee
status should cease when the conditions in the
country of origin have changed fundamentally for
the long term and the returnees can expect
effective protection by the authorities of the
country of origin. The return itself must proceed
in safety and dignity.

“The revocation proceedings in Germany do not
adequately take account of these conditions.
However, they must be met, according to the 1951
Convention, before the refugee status of an
individual can be revoked,” explains Berglund.

So far, about 9,000 Iragis have had their refugee
status revoked. Many of them have turned to the
courts for protection. Consequently, UNHCR has
sent letters to all Higher Administrative Courts,
explaining in detail the discrepancies between the
German revocation practice and the procedure laid
down in the 1951 Convention.

The complex legal arguments in these letters
pursue a quite simple objective: to do justice to
those refugees whose need for protection has not
expired in tandem with Saddam’s regime. As
Hikmat K. puts it, he just wants to ensure that the
“human dimension” of his and his family’s case is
recognized.

London.

OISC

The ICA aims to promote the well being of the

discrimination on the basis of Gender, Sexuality,
Ethnic origin, Disability and Social, Religious or
Political affiliations.

The ICA adopts and proactively pursues and
promotes an Equal Opportunity Policy.
The ICA offers advice, guidance and advocacy

IRAQI COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION (ICA)

The ICA is a charity registered organisation,
providing Free, Confidential and Impartial
services to all Iraqi and Arab communities in

on the following issues:

* Disability
¢ Education

* Immigration

* The Elderly

* Training
* ‘Al-Muntada’ Newspaper
* Social & Cultural Activities

How to contact:

Iraqi community, encouraging mutual * Welfare Benefit * Drop-in
understanding, and working towards bridging * Housing * Appointments
gaps between British and Iraqi cultures in order * Health * Telephone

to ease smooth integration. * Volunteering

The ICA is committed to eliminate e Children & youths with Special Needs Opening Hours:

Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Fridays.

10:00 am — 5:30 pm
Thursdays — Telephone advice only
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Refugee Community History Project

BASIL JABER

The Refugee Community History project
is documenting the history of selected
individuals from 15 refugee communities
in London, through the collection of oral
testimony. The project is being run by
the Evelyn Oldfield Unit and funded by
the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Trust
for London.

The Iraqi community is taking an active
part. By participating in this project, it is
hoped to celebrate the achievements of
the Iraqis and highlight their contribution
to the life of London. Fifteen

personalities, representing all walks of
life and reflecting the diversity of our
community, have been selected to take
part in the project and 10 of them have
already been interviewed.

The findings from the interviews will be

presented in a special exhibition
organised by the Iraqi Community
Association. This exhibition will host,
amongst  others, local MPs and

councillors as well as members of the
Iragi community and will take place in
evening on 22nd September 2005 in the
Polish Centre, King Street,
Hammersmith, London, W6 ORF.

Asylum applications continue to fall

Quarterly statistics published today by the
Home Office show asylum applications
between January and March 2005 showed
that asylum applications have continued to
drop. Asylum applications fell by a 17 per
cent over the first three months of 2005
and were nearly twenty two per cent lower
than the same period in 2004.

The figures also show that removals
increased by four per cent when compared
to the previous quarter, but remain ten per
cent lower than the equivalent quarter in

2004. Immigration Minister, Tony
McNulty, signaled the government’s
commitment to speedy removals,

“Removals remain 73 per cent higher than
in 1997, but we are determined to increase
this, so that by the end of the year we
should be removing more failed asylum
seekers per month than there are
unfounded claims.”

For the first time, the quarterly asylum
statistics included the numbers granted
indefinite leave and the number of failed
asylum seekers who are unable to return
home and who receive basic support.

The Home Office also revealed that this
group will soon be required to perform
community activities in return for
supported until they can return home.

Iraq Living Conditions Survey 2004

United Nation Development Programme
(UNDP) - Iraq has supported the Iraqi Central
Organisation for Statistics and Information
Technology (COSIT), under the Ministry of
Planning and Development Cooperation, to
conduct a nation-wide survey, which analyses
the living conditions in Iraq as they were
approximately one year after the change of
regime in the country, as a result of the 2003
war. This representative survey of 21,668

households is the first in recent years to cover
all governorates in Iraq. The larger part of the
survey took place in April and August 2004.
The results of the survey appear in three
volumes:

a “Tabulation Report”, which presents the main
results of the survey in tabular form; an
“Analytical Report”, and a “Socio-Economic
Atlas” which depicts the situation in Iraq using
maps and diagrams.

‘lIllegal refugees’ do not exist

A refugee is someone who has applied for
asylum and has by law been granted refugee
status. ‘Illegal refugees’ do not exist; neither do
‘illegal asylum seekers’, another variation of
this commonly-used mistake.

In October 2003, the Press Complaints
Commission published guidance on the
coverage of issues relating to refugees and
asylum seekers, reminding newspaper editors
that ‘there can be no such thing in law as an
“illegal asylum seeker” ‘. The UK is a
signatory to the 1951 UN Convention relating
to the Status of Refugees and incorporated the
Convention into domestic law in 1993. This
means that by law anyone has the right to
apply for asylum in the UK and remain until a
final decision on their application has been
made. The fact that an asylum seeker may
have entered the country illegally does not
mean their case lacks credibility: the reverse is
often true. It is virtually impossible for people
fleeing persecution to reach Britain without
resorting to the use of false documents. In
recognition of this fact, Article 31 of the 1951
Refugee Convention prohibits governments
from penalising refugees who use false

documents.

At the end of 2003, Britain hosted around
270,000 refugees*, about 2.8% of the world’s
9.7 million and 0.4% of the British population.
Whilst Britain, the world’s fourth largest
economy, ranked 9th in Europe in 2003 in
terms of asylum applications per capita, the
world’s poorest countries both produce and
bear responsibility for most refugees. Most
refugees cannot afford to leave their regions of
origin; two thirds of the world’s refugees live
in developing countries and more than a third
live in the world’s poorest countries, many of
them in squalid refugee camps.

For example, conflict in Sudan has forced four
million people from their homes. Over half a
million have fled the country, mainly to
neighbouring countries, tens of thousands
living in camps in Chad. Only a fraction of this
total - around 930 Sudanese people - applied
for asylum in the UK last year.

Misinformation in the media leads to public
misunderstanding: respondents to a 2003
MORI poll estimated that 23% of the world’s
refugee population come to the UK: ten times
the actual amount.
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