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15 English Supplement
Lords throw out key asylum rule

The Home Office has suffered a major
defeat after Law Lords rejected an at-
tempt to enforce a hard-line asylum
welfare policy. After a three-year bat-
tle the Lords said the Home Secretary
was wrong to deny support to asylum
seekers if it were to leave them sleep-
ing rough.

The ruling defeats the controversial
measure introduced in 2002 by former
Home Secretary David Blunkett. The
rule withholds benefits to those who
fail to seek asylum on arrival.

While the Law Lords do not have the
power to strike out legislation, the rul-
ing puts

pressure on ministers to change the
act, which aimed at preventing illegal
immigrants from claiming asylum by

denying food and shelter unless asy-
lum seeker applies at port, but most
asylum seekers apply after going
through a port.

Ministers said the measure contained
in the Asylum and Immigration Act
2002 would be key to preventing ille-
gal entry and working and subsequent
attempts by people to prolong their
stay once discovered. But refugee
agencies said it completely ignored the
fact that the majority of people claim
asylum after being in Britain for a few
days, largely because of the irregular
way they enter the country in the first
place.

Separate rules ban asylum seekers
from working, meaning those without
funds were left relying on family,

friends or the wider community, such
as churches, for support. But by early
2004 there were an estimated 500 peo-
ple sleeping rough in London because
of the rule, with up to 700 legal chal-
lenges piling up at the High Court.

In May 2004 the Court of Appeal disa-
greed, saying the Home Office had to
do more to ensure that people in these
circumstances had access to shelter as
a "basic amenity".

Section 55 had therefore breached the
fundamental human rights of the asy-
lum seekers by subjecting them to in-
human and degrading treatment.

In the ruling, Lord Bingham said the
Law Lords were not creating a "gener-
al public duty to house the homeless" -
but that there was nevertheless a duty

Lack of preparation may de-

rail Iraqi Election Abroad

In May 2004, the Coalition
Provisional Authority in Iraq
established an Independent
Electoral Commission for Iraq
(IECI) to manage and super-
vise elections. It is responsi-
prepar- _=ble for the elections
ation and organisation and is
authorised to take all neces-
sary measures in order to
guarantee the elections integ-
rity and freedom.
Accordingly, Iraqis living
abroad can register and vote,
as it was the case in January
2005 election, which at that
time IECI, mandated IOM
(International Organisation
for Migration) to organise the
election abroad.

However, as the election date
is approaching this time, Ira-
qis here are deeply concerned
about the lack of preparation,
and fear that they might not

be able to exercise their vot-
ing rights.

Informing voters on these is-
sues is crucial to ensuring the
credibility of the pro-
cess,Voting in the election of
public officials is the most visi-
ble and common form of par-
ticipation in modern democra-
cies and also the most
fundamental. The ability to
conduct free and fair elections
is at the core of its value, de-
mocracy is more than the sum
of its institutions.

The stakes are much higher
this time around. The January
05 Iraqi election was for a one-
year interim government; the
winners of the December 15th
2005 election will serve four-
year terms.

In addition, the next parliament
will revise the recently ap-
proved Iraqi constitution, a
controversial document.

IRAQI COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION (ICA)

Y

London.

OISC

The ICA is a charity-registered organisation,
Providing Free, Confidential and Impartial
Services to all Iraqi and Arab communities in

The ICA aims to promote the well being of the
Iraqi community, encouraging mutual

Ethnic origin, Disability and Social, Religious or
Political affiliations.
The ICA adopts and proactively pursues and

promotes an Equal Opportunity Policy.

The ICA offers advice, guidance and advocacy
On the following issues:

Understanding, and working towards bridging Immigration
Gaps between British and Iraqi cultures in order ~ Welfare Benefit
to ease smooth integration. Housing

p— The ICA is committed to eliminate Health
discrimination on the basis of Gender, Sexuality, = Volunteering

| Association of
London Government

to prevent foreseeable destitution
caused by policy.

Thousands of people, who arrived here
scared, alone and traumatised, were re-
fused basic food and housing by this
unjust law and forced to sleep rough on
British streets Maeve Sherlock, Refgee
Council

I have no doubt that the threshold [of
suffering] may be crossed if a late ap-
plicant with no means and no alterna-
tive sources of support, unable to sup-
port himself is, by deliberate action of
the state, denied shelter, food or the
most basic necessities of life," said
Lord Bingham.

The Government should now remove
this inhumane and degrading piece of
legislation from the Statute Book.

Children & youths with Special Needs
The Elderly

Disability

Educating

Training

'Al-Muntada' Newspaper
Social & Cultural Activities
How to contact:

- Drop-in

- Appointments

- Telephone

Opening Hours: Mondays, Tuesday, Wednesdays & Fridays. 10:00 am - 5:30 pm Thursdays - Telephone advice only.
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Failed Iraqi asylum-seekers to
be forcibly returned home

Solldarlty
with Grassroots Iraq

The director of the Iraqi Association, Mr Jabbar Hasan
addressed a meeting organized by the Labour Friends of
Iraq at the 2005 Labour Party conference on Wednes-
day 28th September 2005.

The meeting was an opportunity to hear from those who
are struggling to help rebuild civil society in Iraq and to
hear from a key organisation of Iraqis in Britain.

The meeting was chaired by Dave Anderson MP for
Blaydon (former President of Unison), Jabbar Hasan of
the Iraqi Association, the International representative of
the Iraqi Federation of Trade Unions (IFTU), the lead-
ing organisation of the new Iraqi labour movement Mr.
Abdullah Muhsin, Gary Kent of Labour Friends of Iraq.
Ann Clwyd MP sent her apologies due to illness and
John Slinger spoke on her behalf. The meeting was also
sponsored by Unison, Labour Friends of Iraq, the Iraqi
Association and Demos, a London-based think tank.

The first enforced removals of
failed Iraqi asylum-seekers to
their Iraq were taken place on
Sunday 20th November 2005,
by the Home Office.

The move sparked anger
among refugee groups who
warned the lives of those being
expelled could be put at risk.
Ministers faced fury, and dem-
onstrations around the country,
when it began rounding up Ira-
qis with a view to their expul-
sion over the summer. Plans to
remove them were put on hold
at the time in the face of a legal
challenge.

However, fresh detentions of
Iraqis are to have taken place
in recent weeks in Newcastle,
Liverpool and Suffolk and, ac-
cording to leaked documents
obtained by Channel 4 News,
up to 15 Kurds were returned
on Sunday.

Channel 4 quoted the Home Of-

fice document as saying: "De-
spite reservations about the gen-
eral situation, UNHCR (United
Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees) conclude that the for-
cible returns to the three North-
ern Governates (Kurdistan) of
those who originate from there
could be feasible".

It goes on: "Should the failed
asylum-seeker not be permitted
to leave the UK voluntarily,
their removal will be enforced.
A Home Office document
says: "Those who are to be re-
moved will be served notice of
our intentions and they are en-
titled to seek legal advice
about their circumstances. Re-
moval is scheduled to 20 No-
vember."

It points to advice from the
UNCHR which has said forci-
ble returns to northern Iraq
could be feasible.

Peter Kessler, the UNHCR

Iraqis Achievements in London Exhlbltlon

An exhibition highlighting the
contributions of Iraqi refugees
was held at the Polish Centre
in west London on 22nd Sep-
tember 2005. The exhibition
was based mainly on materials
extracted from oral history tes-
timonies collected from Iraqi
refugees living in the London
area. The event was to cele-
brate the social, political and
economic contributions of the
Iraqi community to the city of
London, and to portray a posi-
tive image of refugees in Lon-
don and to challenge the nega-
tive stereotypes being
presented by media. This was
various to be achieved by
achievements and contribu-
tions, and by given attentions
to the human side of refugees
and their suffering and the
ways in which they managed
to overcome obstacles and in-
tegrate into the community.
Over 200 guests from the Ira-
qi, host community as well as
representatives of other com-

munities attended the exhibi-

Lottery Heritage Fund, Mem-
ber of Parliament for Shep-
herds Bush & Acton Mr. An-
drew Slaughter Iraqi embassy
officials in London, local

tion. The guest included a wide
range of people including The

councillors and academics. Ira-
qis who attended the event re-

flected the diversity of the
community in London.

The project was a good opportu-
nity for Iragis in London to in-
crease awareness of their accom-
plishments and the distinguished

contributions of their community.

The interviewees also reflected
ethnic and religious diversity of
Iragis in Britain.

Jabbar Hasan, director of the
Iraqi Association, hosted the
event. The event commenced
with a number of speeches
starting with Mr Ahmed Khu-
dayir, the chairman of the Iraqi
Community Association. Mr
Khudayir briefed the gathering
about the history of the Iraqi
community in the United King-

spokesman in London, said:
"The security situation in Iraq
remains highly unstable al-
though the three northern gov-
ernorates appear to have expe-
rienced fewer security
incidents than other parts of
the country."

He said the Government was
within its rights to reject peo-
ple whose asylum claims were
refused but said any returns
could set a very dangerous
precedent and prompt other
countries to send home large
numbers of Iraqis.

More than 20,000 Iraqis have
applied for asylum in Britain
during the past three years. The
vast majority have had their
applications rejected. Maeve
Sherlock, Chief Executive of
the Refugee Council said: "We
are appalled by this develop-
ment. All anyone needs to do
is watch the news

dom and its current status as
well as citing the names of in-
dividuals and companies that
managed to become household
names in Britain. This was
followed by a number of
speeches including the Ms
Jane Harding, Lecturer at the
London Metropolitan Universi-
ty, Ms Annette Day, Curator of
Oral History and Contempo-
rary Collecting, in the Museum
of London, Sarah Lowry the
project coordinator of The
Evelyn Oldfield Unit and the
community project fieldwork-
er, Mr Basil Jaber.

After the speeches, certificates
and a symbolic gifts were given
to the interviewees as well as in-
dividuals who assisted projects,
afterwards, the gathering were
treated to Middle Eastern dinner
and refreshments and to view the
exhibits. The programme also in-
cluded life classical Iraqi music
and ancient Iraqi storytelling
from old Mesopotamian tales
4000 BC.
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